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Bell Ring

Prelude:

Greeting: We gather this evening to thank God for the special
blessings of the birth of Jesus as we look forward to His
second coming.

Opening Hymn: 331 The Advent of Our King
" ORDER OF VESPERS =
ADVENT VERSICLES
% PSALMODY
Psalm 80 .
ﬁu —  —

P 1 I :I
"Restore us, O | God of hosts;*

let your face shine, that we | may be saved
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a
flock!*
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
?Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh, *
stir up your might and come to | save us!
3Restore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
%0 LoRrD | God of hosts,*
how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers?
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears*
and given them tears to drink in full | measure.
Y ou make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,*
and our enemies laugh a- | mong themselves.
"Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
And to the Holy | Spriit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever | shall be.*
World without end. | Amen.

OFFICE HYMN: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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M SCRIPTURE READING &

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2-5

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
“And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
SAnd he shall be their peace.
When the Assyrian comes into our land
and treads in our palaces,
then we will raise against him seven shepherds
and eight princes of men;. O

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

HoLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39-55

3%In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, *°and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *'! And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, “*and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! ¥ And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? **For behold, when the sound of your greeting
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. »
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4 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
% And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
*and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
*for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed;
#for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
% And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
SHe has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts;
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
4He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
>3as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.
(P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORY LSB 230

2999

HOMILY Micah 5:2-5
“The King’s Royal Roots: Back to the Future!”

CANTICLE LSB 231

Magnificat: Hymn # 933 My Soul Rejoices
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"X PRAYER ¥
Kyrie LSB 233
Lord’s Prayer
Collects LSB 233

Collect of the Day
(P)  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled
to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever..
Amen.
Litany LSB 249
Luther's Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me,
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Collect for Peace

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

A - men.

Benedicamus LSB 234
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LSB 234

Benediction

Closing Hymn: 376 Once in Royal David’s City
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