
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Ruma  

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
8446 1st Road   Evansville, IL  62242 

stjohnlutheranruma@gmail.com 

 

Rev. John Lukomski, guest pastor 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

8:30 a.m.                                 May 4, 2025 

 

Divine Service, Setting Four with Holy Communion, LSB p.  203 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 
Stand 

 

Invocation 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

 

Prayer for Forgiveness 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 145:4–7, 9; antiphon: v. 10 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 and all your saints shall bless you! 

One generation shall commend your works to another, 

 and shall declare your mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
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 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 

 and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 

 and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
The LORD is good to all, 

 and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 and all your saints shall bless you! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 205 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the 

fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the 

peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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First Reading Acts 9:1–22 

P The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 9. 

  

 1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 

of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the 

synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 

Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4And falling to the 

ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?” 5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, 

and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were 

traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no 

one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, 

he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into 

Damascus. 9And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate 

nor drank. 

 10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The 

Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, 

Lord.” 11And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called 

Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 

Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man 

named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might 

regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from 

many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at 

Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind 

all who call on your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he 

is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 

and kings and the children of Israel. 16For I will show him how 

much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias 

departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he 

said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road 

by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight 

and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something 

like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose 

and was baptized; 19and taking food, he was strengthened. 

 For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20And 

immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 
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the Son of God.” 21And all who heard him were amazed and said, 

“Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who 

called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, 

to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22But Saul increased 

all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in 

Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Revelation 5:1–14 

P The Epistle is from Revelation, chapter 5. 

  

 1Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne 

a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 
2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is 

worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one in 

heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or 

to look into it, 4and I began to weep loudly because no one was 

found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5And one of the 

elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 

scroll and its seven seals.” 

 6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among 

the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with 

seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 

sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from the 

right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had 

taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 

fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls 

full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a 

new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 

 and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 

God 

 from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
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10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

 and they shall reign on the earth.” 

11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 

myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud 

voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 

wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits 

on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 

might forever and ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, 

“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

 

Holy Gospel John 21:1–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea 

of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, 

Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter 

said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 

with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 

caught nothing. 

 4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the 

disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, 

“Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6He 

said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will 

find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 

because of the quantity of fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved 

therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard 
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that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped 

for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8The other disciples came 

in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 

the land, but about a hundred yards off. 

 9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, 

with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some 

of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard 

and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And 

although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to 

them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 

ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came 

and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14This 

was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after 

he was raised from the dead. 

 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 

him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed 

my lambs.” 16He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third 

time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 

because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he 

said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when 

you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you 

wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 

another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 
19(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify 

God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed LSB 206 

 
Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free 
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Sermon: "Do You Love Me?" John 21:1-19 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 209 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymn: 629 What Is This Bread 

 

Distribution Hymn: 632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

The Dismissal 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
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Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 212 

 

Hymn to Depart: 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 

 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Thank you, Pastor Lukomski,  

for leading our worship this morning! 
 

Please place your offerings in the plate at the back of church. 

 

Thank-You Note from Pastor Fischer and Beth 

Many Thanks! Beth and I wish to thank our members at St. John’s and 

St. Peter’s for so many blessings in our Lord, Who provides all things! 

We give thanks for three years of being a part in worship and praise of 

our God, for being part of a wonderful family of believers, for all the 

prayers and support and encouragement, for the very generous gifts you 

have given us, and many memories we will cherish for all our days! We 

will keep you in prayer as our Lord provides for every need! Finally, 

these words from Philippians 1:6: And I am sure of this, that He who 

began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the Day of 

Jesus Christ! Amen! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR 

★ Carolyn Schoenbeck, Wendy Dodd, Colton Roscow, Marlene 

Ling, Delbert Wittenauer (uncle of Amanda Roedl and Amy 

Rahn), Monica Hussey (daughter of Dorothy Zipfel), Art and 

Gladys Thies, Linda Schulz, Delbert Kueker, Brian Ruez, 

Carolyn Fink, Dawn Ruez, Dorothy Zipfel, Sarah Kueker, Susan 

Sochowski, Paul Liefer, Robert Veath, Jace Duncan, Mary 

Braun, Dorothy Krause 

★ Jace Duncan (husband of Cassie (Liefer) Duncan), Ryan Nehrt, 

Tanner Valleroy (nephew to Brian Liefer), and all others who are 

members of the Military, Police, and Firefighters 
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★ If you’d like to send a card to Mark and Susan Sochowski and 

family, the address is 104 Boulder Drive, Red Bud, IL 

★ Dorothy Krause has moved to Freeburg Care Center and is now 

a neighbor to Dorothy Zipfel, but her family asks you to continue 

to send cards to her in care of Dale Krause, 8311 St. Leo’s Road, 

Evansville, IL 62242. Dale’s family will take the cards to her. 

★ Dorothy Zipfel is now living in Freeburg Care Center. The 

address is 746 Urbana Drive, Freeburg, IL 62243 

★ Delbert Kueker is living at R&R Country Care Senior Living 

Center, 1026 Janet Drive, Ruma, IL 62278 

★ Art and Gladys Thies are now living in Apt. 10 at Garden Place 

in Waterloo, 735 Columbia Ave., Waterloo, IL 62298. 

★ Marlene Ling is living at R&R Country Care Senior Living 

Center while she rehabilitates. The address is 1026 Janet Drive, 

Ruma, IL 62278 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR CHURCH 

 

Organist Diann Scherle 

 

Sunday School Teachers 

Amanda Roedl, Sunday School director and 5th through 8th grade; 

Kaley Roedl, pre-school through 4th grade; Joy Meyer, handbells. 

 

Officers 

Dennis Phegley, chairman; Deb McCutcheon, secretary; Jill Phegley, 

treasurer; Diann Scherle, assistant treasurer; Brian Liefer, Jonathan 

Mehring, and Tim Schrader, elders; Matt Roedl, Jeff Schlueter, and 

Lloyd Schoenbeck, trustees. 

 

Stewardship Committee (responsible for the Bible presentation series) 

Rachel Mehring and Jill Phegley from St. John’s; Troy Birch and 

Nathan Koester from St. Peter’s. 
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TO SHARE INFORMATION 

 

++ If you need to speak with a pastor in an emergency, please call 

one of the elders. Their numbers are listed below. They will contact 

whichever pastor is standing in for our congregation at the time 

and have that pastor call you.++ 

 

Church Elders: Brian Liefer, elder (618-570-4958); Jonathan 

Mehring, elder (618-363-0066); Timothy Schrader, elder (618-363-

1579). 

 

Church Bulletin: By Wednesday afternoon, send email to Deb at 

church address (stjohnlutheranruma@gmail.com), text her at 

618.980.7033, or give her a written note at church. 

 

Church Facebook Page: Directly message 

StJohnEvLutheranChurchRumaIL, send an email to the church email 

address (above), or text Deb (above) and ask to have your information 

posted.  

 

FOR MORE ONLINE INFORMATION 

 

Church Facebook Page:  StJohnEvLutheranRumaIL for Sunday 

School activities and church news updates. 

 

Church Website: Check the website for the week’s bulletin, a calendar 

of church activities, and links to all things LCMS. Look for us at 

www.stjohnlutheranruma.com. 

 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER SERVING OUR CHURCH FAMILY… 

 

By purchasing our Ladies Aid Apple Butter for only $5 a pint or $8 

a quart: The Ladies Aid uses the money to buy items for our church 

and for area food pantries. They also donate to COSHLS and LWML. 

See Pearl May or Marlene Ling to buy a jar. 

 

about:blank
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By working with the Sochowski family as Susan recovers from a 

stroke. At our request, Mark has provided a list of concrete ways we 

can help. A copy of the list is available on the pew in back of church. 

   
By leaving non-perishable food items in the back of church. The 

Ladies Aid/LWML members are collecting for area food pantries. 

 

By donating toward our NEW Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

Mission Project FOR 2025…  The new LHF mission project will 

focus on children in Ghana.  Every $5.00 donation provides a beautiful 

hardcover Bible storybook for children in the Kusaal language.  Write 

Ghana in the memo line of your check or on an envelope with 

cash.  We will send collected money to LHF at the end of each quarter 

in 2024.  Check out Diann’s bulletin board display just outside the 

Fellowship Hall for more information. 

 

By bringing altar flowers: You are welcome to provide fresh flowers 

for a special occasion or just because. Check the sign-up list in the 

Fellowship Hall to see what months are available. Please let Deb know 

by Wednesday afternoon so she can acknowledge the gift and occasion 

in the bulletin.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR   

 

TODAY: Church council members will meet immediately after the 

worship service. 

 

TODAY: We are invited to attend the groundbreaking ceremonies for 

the new school and church office facility at St. John’s Lutheran School 

in Chester at 11:30 a.m. A light lunch will be served following the 

ceremony. 

 

Wednesday, May 7: The Ladies Aid/LWML members will meet at 1 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All women are welcome to attend. 

 

Sunday, May 18: There will be an important informational voter’s 

meeting immediately after the worship service. 
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Sunday, May 25: Pastor Lukomski will lead us in worship with Holy 

Communion. 

 

Sunday, June 1: Worship services will switch. Our services will begin 

at 10 a.m. St. Peter’s will host the early services at 8:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

   

 

COS Dinner Theater: Join us on May 9 for “The Death of a Dead 

Guy”! Doors open at 6 pm. Dinner and show start at 6:30. Dinner 

Theatre tickets are on sale now. $15 for adults, $10 ages 6-12, and free 

for ages 5 & under. Call the school office (618-853-7300) to reserve 

your tickets. Advance sale tickets are recommended.  
  

2025 Graduation: Join us for this year’s Graduation service on May 

23 at 7:00 p.m. 

  

COS Closing: It is with sadness that the Board of Directors voted to 

close Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School after this school 

year.  God made the decision seem clear when no new students 

registered for next fall. COS needs to fulfill teacher contracts that run 

through June, as well as pay bills that will continue due after that, so 

your continued financial support is much appreciated. 
  
Annual Rummage Sale: We will have our annual rummage sale on 

July 18 and 19. Items can be delivered beginning June 9. 

  
School Hours: Office hours are Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 

p.m. 

 

The mission of Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School is to 

provide a Christ-centered and academically excellent education. 
 


