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The Divine Service:  

Jesus... Here... For You!  
  

A service teaching the Biblical foundation  

and core beliefs of Lutheran worship 
 

Brief Glossary of Worship Terms 
 

Adiaphora—This is a Greek word meaning “middle matters” and expressing 

“indifferent things.”  Adiaphora are ceremonies or church practices that God’s 

Word neither commands nor forbids.  Examples of adiaphora include making 

the sign of the cross, bowing during certain parts of the liturgy, receiving the 

Lord’s Supper directly into your mouth, the use of incense, etc.  Adiaphora 

should not be forced upon Christians, or used as a test or display of one's piety.  

Rather, these practices may be used if deemed helpful in focusing on Christ and 

His work for our sake. 
 

Alleluia— “Praise the Lord.” 
 

Altar— Together with the font and pulpit, the altar is the chief focal point of 

the church building.  In certain Old Testament rituals instituted by God, the 



2 

sacrifices were offered at the altar of the very presence of God and then the 

food distributed to be eaten by the people.  In Christian worship we recall that 

the final sacrifice for sin has been made by Christ offering Himself on the cross.  

Here heaven and earth are united as the body and blood of Jesus are given 

hidden under the elements of bread and wine for our forgiveness, and the 

prayers of God's people are offered on behalf of the church and the world. 

 (Matthew 27:51) 
 

Amen— This is a term of Hebrew origin meaning “It is true and certain.” or, “It 

shall be so.” As the congregation's response to prayers, the Amen is affirmation 

that the prayer just prayed is the prayer of the entire assembly.  
 

Candles—Candles are used to remind us that Christ came and still comes into 

the dark, sinful world as the light of the world bringing salvation.  The Paschal 

Candle is a large candle.  Ordinarily it is located near the Baptismal Font and/or 

Altar. It is lit during the Fifty Days of Easter (Easter through Pentecost), for 

baptisms, and for funerals.  Paschal comes from the Greek work for Passover 

and refers specifically to the celebration of Christ's resurrection.  (John 1:1-13)  
 

Gospel—1.) book in the Bible, biography of Jesus; 2.) term used to summarize 

the “Good News”: Jesus Christ died to save sinners. (John 3:16; 1 Timothy 1:15) 
 

Grace—  Undeserved love and/or favor of God.  In Biblical terms of the Christian 

Faith: an undeserved free gift of forgiveness given to sinners through Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 2:8) 
 

Hosanna— “Save us now!”   
 

Iniquity— There are several Old Testament words written in the original 

language of Hebrew that are translated to English as “iniquity.”  In summary, 

iniquity means “crooked”, “perverse”, or simply “evil.”  (Psalm 141:3-4)   
 

Lectern & Pulpit— The lectern is the reading stand from which the Word of 
God is read.  The pulpit is the place from which preaching on the Word takes 

place.  (Nehemiah 8:4; Luke 4:16-21) 
 

Liturgy— Liturgy, or “order / arrangement”, further is defined in the Lutheran 

Confessions as the “public service” within which God comes to His people.  He 

comes through humble, simple means with His gifts of Word and Sacrament.  

(Acts 2:42)  
 

Mercy— God, out of compassion for us, not giving us what we deserve; wrath 

and punishment.  God’s mercy is demonstrated and given to us in His Son Jesus 

Christ.  (Matthew 9:13; Mark 10:47) 
 

Offering— In giving our offerings, we remember that everything we have is a 

gift on loan from God.  We are stewards, not owners.  When we give a “first 
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fruits” offering we are simply giving back to God something that is already His.  

We are encouraged to strive toward “tithing” (Giving back to God 10% of what 

He has given to us—Numbers 18:21-27; Malachi 3:10).  Offerings should not be 

given under compulsion, but in thanksgiving for what Jesus has done for us and 

in support of the continuing mission of Christ through His Church.  His Church 

is then accountable in using offerings responsibly in continuing Christ’s mission 

and work.  (Deuteronomy 26:3-10; Malachi 3:10; 1 Corinthians 16:2-3; Acts 2:45-

47; 1 Corinthians 16:2-3)  

Paraments— From the Latin word for “adornment,” this is the general term 

given to all of the liturgical cloths that are placed on the altar, pulpit, and 

lectern. The paraments are usually fashioned in various colors for use during 

specific seasons and days of the church year and communicate in art the 

heavenly realities of our Savior, Jesus and the gifts He comes to give us in Word 

and Sacrament. 
 

Redeem— To pay a price or ransom; to “buy back” someone or something.  

Jesus purchased and won our forgiveness and eternal life, buying us back from 

sin, death and the devil though his death and resurrection.       (Job 19:25; Luke 

1:68) 
 

Righteousness & Unrighteousness— The righteousness of God is His 

perfection and holiness.  Righteousness and unrighteousness also pertain to our 

standing before God.  In our sin, we are not and cannot be righteous before 

God.  We are made righteous before God in humble, repentant faith in Jesus.  

(Genesis 15:6; Romans 3:22 & 4:1-5) 
 

Salutary— Words from the Service of the Sacrament, salutary is synonymous 

with beneficial.   
 

Sacramental Position— The word sacrament implies that God is acting and 

the people are receiving. The Pastor is in the sacramental position when he 

faces the people to declare, or give to the people, something that is from God.  
  

Sacrificial Position— In the Divine Service, pastor and people call for and 

respond to the miraculous gifts given to us by our Savior with a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving.  Worshipers are in this position when facing the Altar.    
 

Sin— The word sin communicates the twofold reality of our being and doing: 1.] 

From our very beginning, we are rebellious against God. (Psalm 51:5; Romans 

5:12-19) 2.] We sin against God when our thoughts, words, and actions go 

against His will. (1 John 1:8-9)  Therefore, we confess (admit) to God that we are 

sinners and confess our sins and look to Jesus for God’s forgiveness.  By grace, 

through faith in Jesus, we have forgiveness. (Ephesians 2:1-10; 1 John 1:8-9)   
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Steadfast— To be steadfast is to remain faithful.  (Numbers 14:18;  

1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 

Transgression— The Biblical word meaning to “cross over, or go into a place 

forbidden by God.”        (Galatians 3:19)  
 

Vestments— From the Latin word for "garment," vestments are worn by the 

pastor and other liturgical assistants. Among their many purposes is the fact 

that they identify the person vested as a servant of the church and cover any 

individuality of clothing style which may be a distraction in the service of God's 

Word.  They also display the heavenly reality for all who are in Christ: We are 

clothed with the righteousness of Christ.    (Revelation 7:9-17) 

 

       The Divine Service   Setting 1 p.151 
 

[The name of the worship service holds great significance. God does 

powerful things for us in the worship service. He serves us in giving 

us the gifts of His forgiveness and new life in Christ through the 

power of His Word and Sacrament.  We then respond in service to 

Him with thanksgiving and praise.] 

 

Hymns—Congregational singing 

[Congregations mainly sing hymns for two reasons: expressing their 

faith and instruction in the faith.  Luther reminds us of another 

reason in the preface of his Large Catechism, “Certainly you will not 

release a stronger incense or other repellant against the devil than 

to be engaged by God’s commandments and words, and speak, 

sing, or think them.” (LC Preface 10) We sing out of our faith in God 

as we set our minds on the things of the Spirit. (Romans 8:5-6)  The 

ability and skill of the singers according to earthly ears is secondary 

since we sing with thankfulness to God.  (Colossians 3:16)] 

T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Invocation—Confession and Absolution    

[The word “invocation” is Latin for “to call upon.”  As the pastor 

makes the sign of the cross and says, “In the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit,” we are calling upon God to be 

present with us.  This is also a reminder that God comes to us when 

we are baptized with these same words.  For this reason it is also 

encouraged (though not mandatory) for worshipers to make the sign 

of the cross.  See: Matthew 18:20 & 28:19] 
 

[In the Confession and Absolution we admit our sins and ask God for 

His gift of forgiveness.  The pastor announces forgiveness through 

the authority of Jesus Christ and the saving power of His sacrificial 
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death on the cross.  It is a great moment of certainty for the 

believer when, as Luther writes in the Small Catechism: “…we 

receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are 

forgiven before God in Heaven.”  (SC, 2006 p. 26)  See: Psalm 

32:5; Psalm 130:3-4; Matthew 16:19, 18:18; Luke 18:13; John 

20:19-23; I John 1:8-9; Hebrews 10:19-25, 13:17] 
 

T Service of the Word T 

Introit  (“to enter” or “the entrance”) 

[From the Latin word meaning “to enter”, this is typically a 

Psalm directly from Scripture that fits with the theme 

proclaimed by the readings assigned for the day.  Originally 

chanted or sung as the Entrance Hymn, the Introit is a joyful 

proclamation of God’s great deeds in a response of praise and 

thanksgiving to His forgiveness in Christ.  Made clean and holy 

in Jesus Christ, we can now “enter His courts with 

thanksgiving.”  See: Psalm 100:4; Matthew 27:50-51]                            
      

    Kyrie  (“Lord, have mercy”)  & Hymn of Praise                     

[Kyrie Eleison is a Greek phrase meaning “Lord, have mercy.”  

Following the Confession & Absolution and the Introit, the Kyrie is a 

liturgical prayer thanking God for His forgiveness and mercy, and 

asking Him to help us in every need. The Christian life is one of 

perpetually calling on God for mercy and rejoicing that we have it in 

His Son, Jesus Christ.  (See: Mark 10:46-52) The Hymn of Praise is 

a time for worshippers to praise God in response to the miraculous 

things He has done for us.  The “Gloria in Excelsis” (“Glory to God in 

the Highest”) is used for all seasons other than Easter Season. “This 

is the Feast”  is a song of victory celebrating Christ’s victory over 

sin, death, and the Devil for our sake through His death and 

resurrection.  As we gather in the Divine Service, it is a feast in 

which our Savior feeds us in Word and Sacrament. Gloria in 

Excelsis— Luke 2:14; John 1:29; This Is the Feast—Isaiah 55:1; 

Revelation 5:12-13; 15:3-4; 19:5-9] 
 

Salutation and Collect (“gathered together”) of the Day 

[The “Salutation” is a mutual greeting that Christians have used 

since the time of the early church (See: II Timothy 4:22).  “Collect” 

comes from a Latin word meaning “gathered together” (Hebrews 

10:25).  This is a brief pastoral prayer, made by the pastor on 

behalf of those who have gathered, who are both blessed by the 

prayer and also participate in it with their “Amen.”  It is made up of 
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promises from God that give those who pray comfort and 

confidence in God’s saving work.  (See:  I Timothy 2:1-6)]     
 

The Readings and Gradual 

[We read Scripture from the Old Testament and the New 

Testament.  Old Testament readings include the history of God’s 

people and the prophesies and promises of God going all the way 

back to the moment of creation.  From the Latin word for “step,” 

the gradual is a stepping-stone from the Old Testament into the 

New Testament.  The gradual is usually read or sung and is 

composed of a Psalm or other piece of Holy Scripture.  The New 

Testament readings include an Epistle and Gospel reading.  Epistle 

is sometimes used as a general term for any book of the New 

Testament other than one of the Gospels. Yet, the word literally 

means “letter.” Therefore, it should be reserved for those books 

which are letters to a pastor or church.  A Gospel is one of the four 

books in the New Testament that is a “bios,” or narrative history of 

the life of Jesus Christ given to the world so that we may believe in 

Jesus.  In honor of our Savior who comes to us in His words and 

the precious, honorable, and saving nature of His work and 

teachings, the congregation stands for the Gospel reading.  See: II 

Timothy 3:16; Luke 4:14-21; John 20:30-31]      
 

Alleluia and Verse  John 6:68   LSB 156 

[This verse is sung as the congregation stands for the Gospel 

reading.  It comes from Peter’s cry to Jesus in John 6:68 and 

reminds us that Christ is the only source of our salvation. While we 

use the same Alleluia and Verse, there are options for variation 

throughout the church year.]   
 

Sermon—“God’s Word Preached:  A Call to Repent and Rejoice” 

[The Sermon (aka. message, homily, or meditation) is the time 

when a Scripture is not merely explained but “exposited”.  That is, 

the preacher digs deeper into the Word and proclaims the powerful 

message of God, applying it to the lives of the people.  The Holy 

Spirit uses this proclamation to confront us with our sins, and 

comfort us with the good news that Jesus forgives us.  Hearers 

grow and are strengthened in the one, true faith as Jesus’ disciples 

to living to the benefit of our neighbor and the glory of God. See: 

Acts 2:36-41; II Timothy 4:22]        

The Creed  (“belief”)  

[The word “creed” is from the Latin for “I believe.”  When we say 

the creed in this public and yet personal worship service we are 
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standing together as one proclaiming that we trust in the one true 

God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and the great deeds He alone 

does to save us.  See: Matthew 10:32-33]   
 

Prayer of the Church                                                         1 Timothy 2:1-4 

[It is both pleasing to God and beneficial to us when we bring our 

requests, concerns, and thanksgivings to God in prayer. We have a 

God who promises to hear our prayers through our mediator and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  The Pastor does not pray alone.  The 

congregation lifts these same petitions to God by participating 

responsively with the pastor and by ending the prayers with a 

communal “Amen.” See: I Timothy 2:1-6; Matthew 6:9-13] 

 

Offertory 

[The “Offertory” is a short song thanking God in part for earthly 

blessings, but even more so for the ultimate blessing of 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life in Jesus Christ. In earlier times 

of the Church, the bread and the wine were brought to the altar 

during this time as the people sang in preparation for the Service 

of the Sacrament. (Psalm 107:36-38; 116:12-13, 17-19)] 
 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

Notes on the Service of the Sacrament: 
 

Close(d) Communion— In ancient times, only those who were 

communicant members of the congregation received the Lord’s 

Supper.  Non-members, guests, and those undergoing instruction 

were dismissed with a blessing. Today, we continue this practice of 

welcoming those who have been instructed, examined, and share 

our same confession of faith to the Lord’s table. (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 

11:17-18) 
 

Preface—This opening dialogue between pastor and people begins 

the liturgy of Holy Communion.  The use of local languages aside, 

these words have gone unchanged since the 2nd Century. 
 

Sanctus—Latin for "holy"; The Sanctus is drawn from the song of 

the angels in Isaiah 6:1-7. Isaiah encountered God and was 

cleansed by the touching of a coal to his mouth. The concluding 

text, "blessed is He who comes…" is from Psalm 118:26 and Mark 

11:9—10. In the Lord’s Supper Jesus comes to us to cleanse and 

save us with His forgiveness as He touches our mouths and enters 

into us with His very body and blood.  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer—The Preface 

ends with a short prayer of thanksgiving for the salvation God has 
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given us through Jesus’ death and resurrection and requesting 

that God be powerfully present in the Lord’s Supper.  It concludes 

with the prayer that Christ Himself has taught us to pray.    
 

The Words of Our Lord—Although spoken by the pastor, these 

are the words of Jesus that literally make His very body and blood 

present in a hidden, yet very real and miraculous way in the bread 

and wine. Simply put, what Jesus promises, happens.   
 

Pax Domini and Agnus Dei—Pax Domini is Latin for “peace of 

the Lord.” This is a sharing of the peace that God so richly gives 

through Christ.  Just as Christ came to the disciples bringing them 

His peace (John 20:19), He comes to us now in the Sacrament 

giving us His peace.  The Agnus Dei, which is Latin for “Lamb of 

God”, is made up of the words of John the Baptist that pointed his 

disciples to Jesus (John 1:29). As part of the communion liturgy 

we are praising Christ who is present in his body and blood in His 

Supper and asking Him to have mercy on us and grant us His 

peace in the forgiveness we receive in this heavenly gift.  
 

Post Communion Canticle and Collect— A “canticle” is a biblical 

song, other than a psalm.  For example, one of the post-

communion canticles is the Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimitis “now 

dismiss”) and is the song Simeon “sang” when he encountered the 

baby Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:29-32). We can sing this song 

joyfully having encountered Jesus in the Sacrament.  “Thank the 

Lord” is also used and comes from the opening verses of Psalm 

105.  These canticles praise God for His saving work for His people 

throughout history and especially what He has done for us in the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—forgiveness of sins, life, and 

salvation.  The Post Communion Collect is a prayer thanking God 

for this gift and asking Him to perpetuate His work in our lives 

through the continual power of His Sacrament. 

 

Benediction  (“Blessing”) Numbers 6:24-26    LSB 166 

[The benediction, or “blessing”, is a sending of sorts.  The pastor 

speaks as God’s appointed servant, sending Christ’s rescued 

people into the world with His promise of care, favor, and peace.  

We typically use one of two blessings from the Bible.  The most 

common for the Divine Service is the “Aaronic Benediction” from 

the Old Testament. Another, sometimes referred to as the “Pauline 

Benediction” is from the New Testament.  See: Numbers 6:22-27 

and II Corinthians 13:14]  
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