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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Text:  Isaiah 6:1-8 read v. 3 

 You all have experienced listening to what are 

called sound bites.  For example, if I say “Mr. 

Gorbachev, tear down this wall” your mind probably 

can even see a picture of Ronald Regan standing in 

front of the Berlin Wall.  Or if I say “The only thing we 

have to fear is fear itself.” Many would recognize this 

as being said by Franklin Roosevelt at his first 

inauguration.     

  Sound bite, a phrase, a quip, usually not even a 

sentence that hopefully brings across the ideas of the 

whole speech or plan.   

 God also has a plan, He has a platform.  God has 

also thought things through.  God knows that there are 

problems in this world.  The greatest of all of the 

problems in this world is that no one, absolutely no one, 

can get to heaven by his own human ability.  God has a 

plan, a plan that the church should preach and teach the 

law and Gospel of God that others may hear it and be 

saved.   

 We see that plan set out not only in the New 

Testament, especially in the book recording the Acts of 

the Apostles where the plan started to be carried out.  

Not only in the Gospels where Christ, our Savior, laid 

out the very plans and made it possible for the plans to 

be carried out, but even here in the Old Testament 

writing of Isaiah the prophet.  God has written here his 

plan and we see God carrying it out. 

 In the first verses of the reading from Isaiah we 

hear the setting of these plans.  V1-3.  Holy, Holy, 

Holy, that may seem like a sound bite.  Our minds 

churn, where have I heard that before.  You have sung it 

haven’t you?  When do you sing it?  Yes there is a 

hymn with it. But also every time there is communion 

here in God’s house you sing it.  It is the Sanctus, a 

song of praise sung prior to the Lord’s Supper.  

For some this may be just a sound bite.  Indeed it 

is a small sentence and it is used to identify the one who 

has the plan.  But to call this theological treasure simply 

a sound bite is like casting pearls before swine.  

Three holies, Holy, Holy, Holy.  Each person of 

the Trinity here called Holy.  Holy, not only set apart, 

different, but holy in the way of purity and perfection, 

without blemish, without anything being wrong.  God, 

the holy, is called holy not just once but again and 

again. Three times, adding to, putting on top of, 

mounding up to more than what a mere human can 

think of. 

 And more, as God says here, Lord of Hosts.  All 

who are in heaven; all of the many - many who have 

been taken up to heaven before us by the loving care of 

God are here pointed to.  And along with those who 

God has gathered to himself of his loved children there 

are the others who are in heaven, the angels. And here 

the name is given of one group of angels, the Seraphim.  
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V.2 The power of the wings described here is combined 

with the humility of these perfect creatures that are 

always before God, shouting out praise to God and 

acting according to God’s will.  With 2 wings, covering 

their face, not able to see the great beauty and might of 

God that is too much for even these perfect angels. And 

humbly covering their feet, lest the presence of God be 

soiled with the dirt of common usage.  The Angels, the 

Seraphim all gather to praise God with Holy, holy, 

Holy. This is the Lord of Hosts, or as in Hebrew, 

Sabaoth, God has thousands of angels. God is the one 

who is praised.  It is not a small company of angels, but 

a host of mighty angels.  The Lord the creator of all the 

earth and everything that is upon it.  The all-knowing 

one. This is the one who has set out his plans, made his 

platform, if you will. 

 Rightly, in humility, the angels stand before the 

presence of God. This is even the same God who had 

filled the tabernacle with his smoke filled fiery presence 

as the children of Israel journeyed through the 

wilderness to the Promised Land, according to God’s 

plan. These angels cover their face and feet in humility 

before the God who filled the Temple in Jerusalem that 

Solomon built with His smoke filling fiery presence at 

the time of its dedication.   

 And you, as you came into his holy house this 

morning do you rightly stand before the God of 

Heavenly Hosts?  The prophet Isaiah knows that he 

cannot stand in the presence of the Lord.  Read Verse 5.  

No one can stand in the presence of God, for that is 

certain death to anyone who has committed even one 

sin.  For God is perfect, and He will not allow any sin to 

be in His presence.  Do you stand in the presence of the 

Lord? 

 Yes, we are in His Holy Presence and we have 

the knowledge, the understanding, and the trust that this 

God, who is feared by his angels as they cover 

themselves in his presence, has brought to you this 

salvation that you may be clothed in the forgiveness of 

your sins by the death of Jesus.   

 Look at what happens in the text.  Verse 6.  Isaiah 

is purified.  The iniquities are taken away. The 

cleansing of the hot coal was brought to Isaiah that 

Isaiah may continue to be in the presence of God.  And 

we, as we step into God’s House here we confess that 

we are sin filled and we have sinned by our thought, by 

our speaking and by what we have done.  And we hear 

the Word of God that tells us of the one who died for 

our sin, paying the price for us, and in that forgiving our 

sins we are made whole.  Purified by Jesus we stand in 

the presence of God praising Him who has loved us, 

forgiving us and leads us in our life.   

 And so we are not anxious, we do not despair.  In 

faith we are confident and can rest in the plan that God 

has not just set down on paper, but that God, in Christ 

has accomplished for us, and now the Holy Spirit is 

bringing to others.   

(St. 11, TLH 598; St. 3, LSB 598”  
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And thus I live in God contented  

And die without a thought of fear;  

My soul has to God’s plans consented,  

For through His Son my faith is clear.  

My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray  

Thy peace may bless my dying day.  

 

 Now God speaks and tells Isaiah His plan.  We 

need to add on one verse to our Old Testament Reading. 

Read V. 8. God needed someone to go. Someone whom 

God could send and tell others of what God has done.  

Indeed Isaiah accepts.  God says go.  This is very 

similar to what we hear had happened on that day of 

Pentecost many years ago.  Peter stood up and spoke. 

And those who heard listened to the plan that God has 

for all people.  His plan to bring salvation to many.  

God’s holy will.   

God’s Loving plan. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 

of Sabaoth” is a sound bite that causes me to think of 

God’s plan.  For in knowing God, the Triune God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the three Holy’s we not 

only know of the all-powerful, all knowing God who 

justly will not allow sinfulness in his presence.  But that 

three holy God reveals himself to us as a loving God.  

In His care for you He set out a plan for each of you.  

For you and for others to have perfection in Christ Jesus 

and thereby be able to stand in the presence of God in 

Heaven. This plan is accomplished for us and is now 

made know to us, according to His plan for you and 

others telling of the God who is holy.    

 Amen. 

May the Peace of God that passes understanding keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

 

--Pastor Royal Boeder 

 


