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+ Confession and Absolution + 

 

Opening Hymn   “Angels From the Realms of Glory”   

LSB 367, Vs. 1 & 2 

 
Stand 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P:   Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness.   

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C:   who made heaven and earth. 

P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the  

 Lord, 

C:   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
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may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given 

to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our 

sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows 

on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has 

begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 

 

Introit   Psalm 96  ESV 

[Read responsively – congregation reads verses in bold 

print.] 

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 

     sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

     tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 

     his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

     he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 

     but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are before him; 

     strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

     ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

     bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
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9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  

     tremble before him, all the earth! 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 

   Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 

       he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

      let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
        12let the field exult, and everything in it! 

 Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
  13before the LORD, for he comes, 

      for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness,  

     and the peoples in his faithfulness.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie ~ Lord, Have Mercy 

 

P: Lord have mercy; 

C: Christ have mercy; 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                  

LSB 368 

 

Salutation and Christmas Collect 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us pray: O God, You make this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

…through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
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Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

+ LESSONS AND CAROLS + 

 

Lesson 1 Isaiah 7:14, 9:6 

Hymn “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”    

LSB 366, Vs. 1, 4 

Lesson 2 Luke 1: 26-35 

Hymn “What Child Is This”     LSB 370 

 

Lesson 3 Matthew 1:18-23 

Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 

      LSB 358, Vs. 1-3 

 

Lesson 4 Luke 2:1-7 

Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   

LSB 361, Vs. 1-2 

 

Lesson 5 Luke 2:8-15 

Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

LSB 361, Vs 3-4 

 

Lesson 6 Luke 2:16-20 

Hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”     

LSB 380 

 

+ HOMILY + 

John 1:1-5, 9-14 

“In the Beginning, God Created Salvation.” 

 

+ PRAYERS + 

 

The Prayer of the Church 
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The Lord’s Prayer [Inside back cover of hymnal] 

 

Responsive Reading 

 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light. Isaiah 9: 2 

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the  

 darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 

P: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on  

 them has light shined. Isaiah 9:2b 

C: We have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son  

 from the Father. John 1:14b 

P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

        Isaiah 9:6 

C: In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  

        John 1:4 

 

Collect for Peace 

P:  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

      counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

      that peace which the world cannot give, that our  

      hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and  

      also that we, being defended from the fear of our  

      enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through  

      Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and  

      reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

      and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

Benediction 

 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make  

      His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   

      The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  

      you peace. 
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C:  Amen. 

 

+ CANDLE LIGHTING + 

[The lit candles represent the coming of Jesus the Light of 

the World…. As the “Light” of Christ is passed between us, 

please note the following…the person whose candle has the 

flame is to hold their candle upright…while the UNLIT 

candle is tilted to receive the light.]  

 

Closing Hymn        “Silent Night”    

 

Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.   

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar,   

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 

Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,   

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus Lord at Thy birth, Jesus Lord at Thy birth. 

 

The candles can be extinguished. Be careful to blow gently 

and keep candle straight until wax cools. We will collect 

the candles as you leave. 

 

 

 

 

+ SOLI DEO GLORIA + 
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